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. . SN “Reps. Boland and Les 'Aspin,. D-Wis.;]
th rnatxons use. ; i, ..
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. added that he would be *“ashamed if I had to.. jSubcommittee, both inquired into the thres
]y on.alaw to protect my ethjcs.” . :'-5;;~ev:-~ . cases and concluded that Tumer bad not been
. Eugene" Patterson of: the- St.- Petersburg . labusing the loophole in the CIA regulations. _°
Fla:)-Times also objected to the CIA’s use of:. -But-the grilling that the editors ‘gave
porters.and  promised.to comment on the ;I:'ome" f“?ge?ted] that they will remain fag
- _ m satisfied as long as even one American |
torial page. :
tter Mewspaper s ed1 01.1; p ; E’_ ] ;lews rep;)hrterxs employed by the CIA-or as
other - -of ‘the: edztors told T ong as’ the director even retains the seif--
“"’some of ‘us"would like to haveu;n ;:-‘:g?; assigned right to use American I‘EPOW-‘!S as;
. session with you and give you a short course part-nme spies.
-mﬂthero]e of the free press.” o

; between CIlAa Dxrector Stansﬁeld Turner

: and some of the nation’s top newspaper
Tumer had addressed the~conventxon [ .

- of the- American’ Society“of Newspaper' |- : " He asked Turner whether, if he were an -

_ Editors: In a-"question-and-answer!. ‘editor, he would fire a reporter who complied

" with a request to take on a CIA intellig
period, A.M. Rosenthal; ‘executive editor; . Yassignment. Turner ‘said he woulg nt;t e‘:hc:
' of - The: New' York:;Times, " reminded!: 'edxtor made it clear that he would

Turner .that his - predecessor, “George:~ i R 4
- Bush, had issued an order in 1374 banning® “THE ARGU\!ENT bmled down to a -
i ( - the 'CIA’s :use-of ‘American: ~question of the editors* concept of a reporter’s
correspondents ey b . - devetion to his job versus Turner’s contept of
" ““Have you changed it?" I Rosenthal asked, : ?vnai’ gtﬁ;:c?;ty; ;:th 'gl:rfccumry if he
“Yes,’'. Turner: replied.”* e *insisted, ” n orm a useful
* however, that the change had been made ini :ggf‘g: ?h;_cl&th?s'\fase to do an mteihgence :
1977 and was tully publicized at the time.: el ti
The--change- allowed - the- director:* "to. = i
. personally authorize exceptions to the ban. Itr - ekpand the- rol ehe had m mind for the CLA’s

1] H
.was .included: -in ; the - CIA’s . international “occasional-use of journalists, to expand it at
- least. from~what- most: ‘congressmen and
oumahsts have had in mind in the past.
..In ‘earlier- discussions of - the matter,
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-actions was camed out :
* Turner. said: that unde 2
“three- ' journalists- had.: agreed™ ‘to. undertake’
-intelligence . assignments’*and" “underwent. {
security checks. He added that Rep..Edward
" P.. Boland, D-Mass, ‘chairman of the House
Intelligence Cornmittee, had''reviewed “the
; decxsxon and "found- xt pertectly reasonabl_
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" Rosenthal, th.tr the -support=-of - several::!
other editors, objected ‘that such-use of- -any:
-reporter *‘casts-into’ doubt: the-ethical and:
 professional- - position: of . every.Americans] ,
correspondent serving abroad,”'as..well'"as:
endangering every correspondent’s physxcal

>-; As\.’l:umer‘dxscussed the issue; nowever be
poke:of a. hypothetxcal case in which -a -
reporter zmght be ina qupmxnon where ~'
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rgamzatwn. Turner’s - example suggested -

ctual espionage ) rather than the-mere sbharing.
f informetion.
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- CONGRESSIONAL SOURCES . x'a’x?u"ua}‘zi,
with® the - three -cases ¢Tuner, . mentioned
.likewise: suggested that’ such assignments -
.;mvotved more than . information sharing.
4 :While, they "would not repeat details of the

safety seosapm G e R A 5 ‘cases, they gave a hypothetical exampié that -,
-, “eHow do forexgners know-+- that« nny‘ “they said 5 A
( oy correspondent is not one of-your eryn sai ctiuld be consndered sxmllar to one of -

" exceptions, parucularly in danger areas?” he

. For instance, said’ ~’~a-"~ staff - axde ‘ans.
asked

erican- journalist working in a. foreign ./
country might happen to live next door to the. -
lSmnet military-attache.. And the CIA, so this .-
‘lexample went, might ask the correspondent to
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